
374 Part III  •  The Courts

Drug Courts
In the mid-1980s, many state and local courts faced overcrowding prob-
lems largely as the result of drug-related cases. Research on drug offenders 
indicated that drug offenders, when released from prison, were likely to 
commit more crime and that longer prison terms did not help them break 
their addictions. However, it became clear that offenders who participated 
in treatment programs were likely to stop using drugs and avoid additional 
prison time once released from custody.

The first drug court opened in Miami, Florida, in 1989 as an experi-
ment by the Dade County, Florida, Circuit Court. It was so successful that 
many other cities established similar courts (see Figure 11.8). Although the 
courts are all unique, they have many similarities. In most places, certain 
defendants can be referred to drug courts in lieu of traditional courts. They 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE  
and COLLEGE STUDENTS
DESIGNING A COLLEGE STUDENT COURT

Imagine the dean of students at your college hired 
you to create a college student court similar to the 
specialty courts that have been created across the 
United States. Identify four types of misconduct by 
college students that you would have handled by the 

court. What penalties would you give to those found 
guilty of wrongdoing? Who would be involved in the 
court? How would your court be different from other 
specialty courts? Discuss your answers with three 
classmates.
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Drugs Courts in the United States, 2013FIGURE 11.8

drug courts: Alternative 
courts for drug offenders 
that allow the offender to 
participate in treatment 
programs in lieu of a criminal 
conviction and sentencing.
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